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TA in Portugal in the 80s and 90s

B TA activities in Portugal had recent important developments.

B Aseminal work of Jodao Caraca and Fernando Goncgalves with the title
“Towards Technology Assessment in Portugal” was published in the 80s.

B Later, some specialized activities were basically the involvement in
European networks and projects

B Asthe European Technology Assessment Network (ETAN) established in the 4th
Framework Programme of European R&D under the targeted socio-economical
research area (TSER) in the topic "Assessment of science and technology policy
options”) and

® The European ASTPP network (Advanced Science and Technology Policy

Planning) also with the Portuguese participation, which was approaching the
concept of technology assessment and its applications.
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TA In Portugal since 2000

B The beginning of the new millennium was characterised with a less
involvement on TA projects and activities.

B Therefore, it was a very rich period in terms of scientific production in the
field of STS studies, or on topics about science and technology
management, social implications of technology innovation, ethics and
philosophy of technology issues.

B Scientific production is relatively disseminated by several Portuguese
universities (mainly, UNovalLisbon, UTechLisbon, UPorto, UCoimbra, ISCTE,
UEvora, UMinho)

B Simultaneously, contacts and collaborations with research and high
education institutions at an European level were increasing, becoming more
important and clarifying the internationalisation capacity of the Portuguese
scientific production in this field.
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A new development phase of TA

B With the beginning of the PhD programme on Technology Assessment at
FCT-UNovalisboa in 2009, it started the creation of a critical mass of
researchers with expert training on TA that contributed to the growth
number of publications and activities.

@ This PhD programme had the involvement and cooperation from Karlsruhe
Institute of Technology, and also the Univ. Twente (Netherlands) and Univ.
Frankfurt (Germany), since it started.

@ In 2010 the Grupo de Estudos em Avaliacao de Tecnologia [Studies Group
on Technology Assessment](GrEAT), the national TA network.

B In 2011 it started the participation in the European project on parliaments
and civil society in the technology assessment (PACITA).
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Institucionalization of TA in Portugal

B The Portuguese process to institutionalise TA shows clearly that the
governmental mechanisms failed (observatories, special committees). It
failed also the possibility to institutionalise a specific committee at the
Parliament.

B GrEAT started the process of approaching the Parliament to articulate
activities and collaborations. Several parliamentary groups (members,
parties, commissions) are in a close and permanent contact with GrEAT
members.

B It was never possible to activate TA mechanisms and institutions although
the aims of several Observatories and Offices of the Ministry of Science and
Technology (OCT, OCES or GPEARI) and the several National Boards of
Science and Technology have pointed that way.

B Initiatives on TA research just can be resumed to the PhD programme on TA
(at UNovalisbon)
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The Phi programme on TA

e First editon started in 2009/2010 (from October)
e 19 Phd students registered

e Research topics

e Decision-making process in radiology: the magnetic resonance example in the TA context (Maria J.
Maia)

e A Constructive Technology Assessment of Stationary Energy Storage Systems (Manuel Baumann)

e Technology Assessment of the Quality of Magnetic Ressonance Imagery (Jorge Moura)

e Decision making processes based on innovation indicators (Nuno Boavida)

e Corporate technology assessment applied to the manufacture industry of the high-speed train
(Susana Moretto)

e Disruptive innovation: Assessment of cloud computing applications (Ana C. Candido)

e Electroencefalographic assessment in children with auditive deficits (Isabel Rosa)

e Bridging present and future of Brain-Computer Interfaces: Assessments of Impact (Gabriel Velloso)
e Inteligent infrastructures for the road transport system (Tomé Canas)

e Annual Doctoral Conferences (July) and Winter Schools on TA (December)

e International cooperation: universities of Karlsruhe-KIT, Frankfurt, Duisburg-Essen,
Furtwangen, Twente, Latvia, Sofia, Liege

e TA institutions: ITAS-KIT (DE), Rathenau Institute (NL), TA Swiss (CH), SPIRAL (BE)
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GrEAT network

GrEAT as the national network on TA

Public access and information:

— 10 webpage editors, 6900 views (mostly from Portugal, but also Brazil), 43
registered members (16.05.2013)

* http://avaliacaotecnologia.wordpress.com

— With 121 “likes” at Facebook (16.05.2013),

e https://www.facebook.com/pages/GrEAT-Grupo-de-Estudos-de-Avalia%C3%A7%C3%A30-de-
Tecnologia/143585172365702?fref=ts

— 57 members in Linkedin (16.05.2013)
e http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=8&gid=4279877&trk=anet ug hm

Publications

Working groups
Connection with the PhD programme on TA
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The GrEAT webpage
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* WP 1-Health Technology Assessment

 WP2 —Indicators of Technology Assessment

« WP3 —Technology Assessment of Transports and Mobility

* WP4 — Foresight Analysis

 WP5 — Environmental Technology Assessment (under preparation)

GT1 - Grupo de . GT4 - Grupo de
Trabalho sobre Trabalho sobre

Avaliagao de , Andlise Prospectiva
Tecnologia em Saude

B Estratégia e Programa de Acgiio
(2011-2012)
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The relation with the Parliament

e After the foundation of GrEAT in 2010, the Portuguese Parliament was contacted
for exchange of information

* InJanuary 2011, a meeting at the Parliament was held with the head of the
socialist parliamentary group (PS)

* From mid-2011 new elections, and new Parliament organisation: PS has no longer
the majority, and became the main opposition party

* From the end of 2011, members of GrEAT started their regular collaboration with
the PACITA project in articulation with ITAS-KIT

* The head of the Parliamentary Committe of Science and Education participates in
the 2nd Winter School on TA (December 2011)

* New webpages and organisation of working groups
* Several publications from 2012

* In 2013 new series of contacts with several Parliament groups (some MoP will
participate in the 3rd Doctoral Conference, July 2013)

* Collaborative actions with the Parliament (under development)
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B The recent development of TA in Portugal is based on scientific framework
of science and technology studies (STS), and emerges from the doctorate
programme on TA .

B The interdisciplinary collaborations are increasing within all fields of human
and social sciences and also natural sciences and engineering.

@ Public events in the field of TA are also strongly connected with the PhD
programme. There is a regular participation of members of Parliament and
experts from all the country in those events. Those events are not merely
academic.

B The cooperation with the Parliament initiated a new process (GrEAT is
making available a new range of services, and MoP are participanting in the
public debate related with TA activities).

B Joint activities (GrEAT/Parliament) will be incentivated and reported to EPTA

Anténio Moniz and Maria J. Maia



@ GrEAT
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B  http://eventos.fct.unl.pt/winterschool-ta/

® Linkedin
B http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4279877&trk=hb side g
B http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4281540&trk=myg ugrp ovr

B Research Gate
B http://www.researchgate.net/group/Grupo de Estudos sobre Avaliacao de Tecnologia GrEAT Portugal/

B http://www.researchgate.net/topic/Technology Assessment/

B Facebook

B https://www.facebook.com/pages/GrEAT-Grupo-de-Estudos-de-Avalia%C3%A7%C3%A30-de-
Tecnologia/143585172365702?fref=ts

B https://www.facebook.com/pages/Reading-Labs-of-Technology-Assessment/196460653715166
B https://www.facebook.com/groups/phdintechnologyassessment/?ref=ts
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